Perennial Favorites
Rye, Colorado Fall 2010

Perennial Favorites Annual Fall Sale

25% OFF on all of our plants! Trees, shrubs,
perennials—everything is 25% off!

The Fall Sale lasts for three short fabulous
days: Friday, September 10 through

Sunday, September 12. We’re open 9 a.m.-5
p.m. all three days.

Since the spring open house drawings were so
much fun for our customers, we're going to do
that this fall, too. Every day of the sale, at
11:00 a.m., we’ll have a drawing for a free
tree or shrub.

The best reason to plant in the fall is to get a
jump start on next season. Planting now
means that your plants will grow through the
autumn, and even more importantly, be ready
to start growing as soon as temperatures are
right in the spring. Our springs are so
unpredictable. It's too cold to plant and then
suddenly it's too hot! Fall weather is usually
much more moderate, giving us a big window of
opportunity to establish plants.

See Page 2 for our fall planting guide.

Excellent Selection

We spend much of the summer dividing,
transplanting and growing our huge selection of
plants, so that in the fall they are actively
growing and healthy and vigorous.

We're excited about the great variety of plants
we’ll have available this September.

Fall is a very good time to plant spring blooming
perennials like Pasque flower (Pulsatilla
vulgaris) Columbine (Aquilegia sp.) Oriental
poppies (Papaver orientalis) and creeping phlox
(Phlox subulata). We have a good selection of
all of those, including the much in demand
columbine and our lovely native May-blooming
Penstemon angustifolius. We have a great
collection of winter hardy succulents like
Sedum Autumn Joy and Sedum ‘Purple
Emperor’. We have lots of new Sempervivums,
too—and since they do most of their growing in
the cooler months of the year, fall is the perfect
time to plant them.

Fall is also a good time to plant deciduous trees
and shrubs. Our list of xeric shrubs grows
longer every year. We currently have Cliffrose,
Pawnee Buttes Sandcherry, Apache Plume,
dwarf Rabbitbrush, New Mexico Privet, and the
lovely native Fernbush. If your water bill is of
concern, plant some of those shrubs and after
they’re established, they can survive with only
the moisture that comes from the sky.

That's another great reason to plant in the fall,
it takes less water to establish plants this time
of year than it does when you plant in spring
and have to water new plants through the
hottest part of the summer.

There are some plants that don’t do well with
fall plantings—including everygreens, and
some of the desert perennials. We're going to
have those varieties separated and marked so
you don’t accidentally take home something
that won't do well planted in September.

TREES from SEED!

I've been growing plants from seed since 1977.
| started with the easy annuals, like marigolds
and tomatoes on my windowsill. | progressed
from those to perennials, then shrubs, and
more recently, trees from seed. There’s
something about growing a tree from seed that
connects you to nature in a way nothing else
does. Maybe it's the knowledge that the seed
you sow this year may still be alive in 100
years. Or, if you plant a bristlecone pine seed,
the seed that germinates this year may be alive
in 1000 years. Most tree seeds need to
experience winter before they will germinate.
You can simulate that process by putting damp
seeds in the refrigerator (not freezer) for a
couple of months, then planting them in the
spring.

Apple trees have been a passion of mine for a
number of years. I'm fascinated by the apple
trees that grow wild all over the Greenhorn
Valley, and even up on Greenhorn Mountain.
Most of them are descendants of trees planted
by early settlers, in the late 1800s. Some taste



great, others are too tart and need to be baked
with cinnamon and sugar (apple pie!) before
they are edible.

Last spring | was surprised to find apple seeds
germinating in a Pink Lady Apple from the
grocery store.

Somehow the apple was stored in just the right
conditions to induce germination in the seeds.
We planted those apple seeds, and soon we
saw this:

Only four trees actually grew from those
seedlings, and they’re now, a little over a year
later, 15" talll Apple trees grown from seed will
not taste the same as the original tree. Sadly,
you cannot germinate trees from your favorite
apple (Honeycrisp!) and get Honeycrisp
seedlings. To have the same variety, you have
to graft a branch from the parent tree to an
understock tree. But, your apple seedling could
still be edible and maybe even something new
and delicious. And it can act as a pollinator for
another apple tree in your yard.

Trees of all kinds make such a difference in the
environment: they increase the value of your
home, they reduce cooling and heating costs by
sheltering your home, they provide food for
wildlife, and they sequester carbon which
lessens the effects of global warming. |
encourage everyone to grow more trees,
whether from seeds or by planting a tree from
the nursery, already a few feet tall.

Fall Planting Guide

The following advice will help you to be

successful with your September plantings.
If the roots are tightly compacted in the pot,
loosen the roots by pulling them apart,
starting at the bottom. Sometimes soaking
the root ball in a bucket of water for a short
time will help to loosen the roots. Allowing
the roots to make contact with your garden
soil is essential for the plant to grow and
survive.
Even though the temperatures are cooler
and the days are shorter, you still need to
pay attention to watering. Watering is
crucial in the first few weeks after
transplanting. Even if this is a plant that
loves a dry sunny place, it won't be
happy without water until it has a chance
to get roots established in its new home.
Mulch can be helpful. It helps to keep the
roots from frost heaving in the winter. For
native plants or rock garden plants that
prefer a quickly draining soil, gravel mulch
is the best choice. Mulch around the plant,
not on top of its crown. If you want to cover
the plant entirely for more winter protection,
wait until Thanksgiving or even later and
cover with pine boughs. (A good use for
your Christmas tree branches after the
holidays.)
Fall watering is more important than winter
watering. Make sure your plant goes into
the winter with adequate moisture. When
the soil is frozen, the plant cannot take up
water. If we do have a long dry, warm spell
in the winter, you might want to check your
garden. Water when the ground is not
frozen and temperatures will remain above
freezing for several hours.



